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Controversy over last issues ‘infl ammatory cover’

While I do not really support one side or the other, and have read about the his-
tory of the confl ict in the middle east trying to gain understanding the cover art struck 
me particularly strong last night 

I have sympathy for both sides of the confl ict, but wondered if the irony escaped 
anyone that months ago people were being killed in the street and there was much 
anger over a cartoon that appeared and depicted Mohammad. Here in the US, while 
the cover art of your paper may anger some, or hurt them, no one is going to kill 
anyone over it, and you are absolutely supported in your freedom to print it. 

-Marilyn 

Kudos on a very courageous cover! Th e Israelis have been very clever in divert-
ing attention away from their building the illegal separation wall and the settlements 
by selling the story that the root cause of this current violence is the rockets fi red into 
Israel by Hamas and Hezbollah. 

-Jay

Your cartoon is off ensive. Th e cartoon is blood libel and refl ects the anti-semiti-
sim practiced during the middle ages, nazi germany and the middle east. However, I 
supposed this cartoon is what one would expect from someone with no college educa-
tion and whose hobbies in high school included weed addiction.

-anonymous poser girl via myspace.com

Horrors Unimagined!!! 

Hi. I wrote a one-act play called Superwoman vs. the League of Evil. It was supposed 
to debut last month, but there were scheduling confl icts. Th e league of evil had to 
work every weekend in July. So we moved it to August. Th en Superwoman had to 
go out of the country for two weeks. So we moved it to September. Th en we lost our 
rehearsal space. Th en Superwoman decided it was more important to go to Austin for 
a week than come to rehearsal. So we sacked her. Now aft er recasting the lead of the 
play and restarting rehearsals in my living room we’ve found out that startng in Sep-
tember the venue we were scheduled to perform in is closing down for two months 
to remodel. I swear that if this keeps up I’m going to put Superwoman in a Santa suit 
and call it a Christmas play. I have to wonder if this damn thing will ever see the light 
of day, it feels like this show is a fl ying dutchman; cursed to wander the earth trying to 
fi nd someone to listen to it’s message of insanity, identity and alternate realities. 

Love, 
Alex Wukman

Letters to the
creditor 
editor
creditor creditor creditor creditor creditor 
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ome people are total douchebags. Clark 
Flood, newly of glasstire.com, is one of 
them. In an acerbic take on the mal-nour-

ished culture of Houston, Clark writes:
“Our sickly, paralyzed art community. Our 

bed-ridden, sore-covered art community. Pus-
tulent. Cramped. Mortifi ed. Necrotic. Deathly 
ill art community.”

In taking the bureaucratic machinery to 
task the author indicts the whole of artistic pro-
duction under the banner of non-profi ts and 
museums, the wasteful tumors of a aristocratic 
patronage system. Obsessed with painting the 
artworld as “prostitutes”; the shrill scream of 

“Whores lie!” rings through Flood’s ears, and 
unfortunately ours too. 

Well mister sour grapes, what can you 
ever expect from the landed gentry besides 
entropy? How many in a position of power has 
ever had the chutzpah to enliven their situa-
tion with a long shot, a little chaos? Look not 
to the establishment for invigoration, it’s at the 
edges and outside the white box that things 
really happen.

“‘We’re part of an alienated, mediocre art 
scene, crawling with scabby posers and itchy 
wanna-bes. We tested positive for Acquired 
Academic Schlock Syndrome and it’s likely 

we have grant-fever. We probably got it from 
using a toilet seat right aft er some curatorial 
peckerwood!’”

One of the most transparent off enders, Art 
League Houston consistently gets spread-eagle 
off ering exhibit space to bureaucrats of other in-
stitutions, nuzzling that nose further up the ass 
of whomever is nearby and horny. Something 
is up at Th e Contemporary Arts Museum when 
you can pick out the curator of the current ex-
hibit based on stereotypes and political agendas. 
A retrospective, and/or semi-famous American 
exhibit? Lynne Herbert. Obscure, terribly hip, 
and dry-as-a-bone foreign artist? Paola Mor-
siani. African, or African-American work? Val-
erie Cassell. Come on guys, don’t we deserve a 
little more credit? A little more diversity? Th e 
Lawndale Art Center, a spunky orphan of the 
University of Houston oh so many years ago, 
tries real hard ya’ll – but the ennui of making 
decisions by committee does nothing for the 
great white box the Lawndale is known for.

“Th ere’s the mandatory positive attitude that 
turns everybody involved into lying whores.” 
Fuck a bunch of that shit. If there is a genera-
tional split in America it may be that the pro-
gressives of the last generation cannot see past 
their own irony, while we of a younger persua-
sion can. Not that there’s anything wrong with 
being jaded, but not being able to be positive 
can sure take a toll on people listening to you. 
Outside the money system where a Republican 

party machine spin is de rigueur, optimism is 
the exclusive property of those of us who can’t 
remember Reagan in the White House. Like 
hippies on acid, like Kerouac climbing a moun-
tain, there’s no reason to give up the ability to 
off er encouragement along with the derision.

Signs of life include independent curators 
Th e Young Republic, Texas United, Video Time, 
American Wandering Club, Art Star, and Mi-
chelle White; collectives Otabenga Jones, Lol-
lipauperz, I Love You, Baby, Guerilla Art Show, 
and 713 Noise; artists Virginia Smith, Frank 
Olson, Maria Guzman, Adrian Brooks, and 
Daniel Adame.

J. Todd Allison, Marilyn P. Hemenway & Brent Kollock: Squiggs
G Gallery 301 E. 11th Street
Through September 2. (713) 869-4842

Dreamtime: Affordable Works by Emerging Aboriginal Artists
Booker-Lowe Gallery  4623 Feagan
Through September 2. (713) 880-1541

Houston Folk:African American Self-Taught Artists
TSU Museum  3100 Cleburne Avenue
Through Septemeber 10th

Summer Sucks III: Fast and Hot
Commerce Street Artist Warehouse
Through August 31. (832) 724-9464

DEBRIS: We Bleed
Buf fa lo  Sean
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Everyone, including us, is lying to you.
submit or win

editors@freepresshouston.com 



here has been much talk among the Christian community about 
the Middle East wars signaling the end of the world. However, 
I would like to add that while I do not wholly subscribe to the 

Christian faith, I can say that is something we may agree on. Just kid-
ding. Of course it’s not the end of the world. Of course the Middle 
Eastern nations will fi nd a diplomatic solution amidst the death and 
mayhem. Of course the Iraqi people will realize the good of America’s 
attack. Everything will be fi ne. Th e world will recognize that it is de-
stroying itself. Th e environmental hazards will be reversed, love will 
take us all over, and we will stop this ball of fi re we call life in the 
new millennium. I believe, do you believe? My children will live in a 
world where democracy and logic will overhaul hatred, bigotry, and 
capitalistic, imperialistic regimes. For any day, we will all know that 
there is one God, and we will all worship the same God, and there will 
be no need for masters or servitude, or separation. You believe that, 
don‘t you? Th e government of every nation will take responsibility for 
the plight and suff ering of their people, and poverty and death from 
disease will end. Th ere will be international health care, the hungry 
will be fed, and the rich will impart wealth amongst the poor. Th e 
world will become one nation, separated not by class, color, or deity, 
but only by water and land. I can see this future, can you people? Can 
you not imagine this? I also believe that once the pot wears off , I will 
forget everything I just wrote, deny ever writing it, and instead settle 
on a comfortable chair and eat a bag of Doritos.

Hello people, for I have been seeking employment. Surely you 
can’t believe that this article pays my bills, the truth is free. I will not 
charge you for the truth, but deception, that is where I hope to profi t. 
While I may write these things that act as rebellious rants towards 
to “the man,” it is working for that man that will pay my bills, so 
under the guise of humor and lucidity I will cop to these ramblings, 
but only under that guise. For if questioned, I will deny my name, 
because there is no money in the truth , there is, however, money in 
entertainment, escapism, denial if you will. Watching the news at the 
present time would lead one to see the world as depressing, sad, like 
a stripper’s past. Well, not focusing on that life and getting jacked up 
on substances and sensations, is the key. Like any exotic dancer would 
tell, “Fuck all that shit, and put a dollar in my panties.”

So let the party begin….

More ShowsMore Shows
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MUSIC PLAYED LIVE

9/2/06
RAKIM w/ V Zilla
Warehouse Live

Is this show important? Yes, if you are over 
thirty and remember when lyrics were the basis of 
hip hop success. Rakim is perhaps one of the fi nest 
emcees to ever grace the mike, BUT you very rarely 
see him mentioned as one of the greatest rappers 
on the proverbial lists, and his accomplishments are 
not as heralded as they would be say he had been 
murdered or incarcerated. So yes, there was rap 
music before Biggie and Pac, and yes, at one time 
what you actually rapped about mattered. So, let’s 
say the nostalgia of the pre-everybody’s-from-the-
ghetto-and that‘s-all-the black-experience-is phase 
of rap interests you, Rakim is coming to town. Th is 
is special, but kind of in that support the old school 
way. Let’s be honest, nobody bought Rakim albums 
when they were out, and outside of his possible 
collaboration with Dr. Dre, a lot of those people at 
this show won’t be able to name any Rakim song 
he released in the last 10 or so years. But, V Zilla is 
opening, and this will lend him credibility for per-
forming with a legend, and it will make those who 
never saw Rakim in his heyday feel like they are 
witnessing something important. Some of you will 
go see Devo, some of you will go see Rakim. As long 
as you have a ball, as long as you have a ball.

9/6/069/6/06
THE ADVANTAGETHE ADVANTAGE
Walter’s On WashingtonWalter’s On Washington

Th e Advantage is a band that plays covers of Th e Advantage is a band that plays covers of 
songs from Nintendo game soundtracks. I know, songs from Nintendo game soundtracks. I know, 
it doesn’t sound interesting, unless you’re into that it doesn’t sound interesting, unless you’re into that 
kind of thing, which a lot of people are. Th ere are kind of thing, which a lot of people are. Th ere are 

some fantastic musicians in the band which gives 
the music that “oh shit” factor necessary to really 
enjoy instrumental rock. Add to that the accuracy 
at which the melodies are re-created, and you have 
something to get excited about. Only thing is, I 
never had a Nintendo, so I would go more to see 
the band, than to actually be like, “Man, is that the 
theme music from Castlevania!” But hey, some of 
you may know that kind of thing, and you know, 
you may also know the intricacies of Rush albums. 
Musically, the band kicks ass, and that’s the most 
important thing.

MUSIC PLAYED ON DEVICES

Tapes N’ Tapes
The Loon
(XL Recordings)

Th ere used to be a hotter market for guitar 
based indie music. A time when bands like Guided 
by Voices and Pavement were praised. A time when 
quirky songwriting and sloppy song presentation 
was grand. I’m one of those people who has not 
completely embraced the disco, new wave, thing 
that permeated a lot of rock, and hey, I have no 
desire to hear the “next’ Zeppelin or whatever, so 
this album is right up my alley. Minnesota’s Tapes 
N’ Tapes is one of the bands that will make a lot of 
hipster lists, but you don’t have to be hip to dig it. 
It’s basically why we all loved indie rock. “Manitoba” 
is a good middle ground between Stephen Malk-
mus and Frank Black. “Cowbell” contains the lyric, 

“I’ve been a better lover with your mother.” “Illiad’” 
is maybe about sailing, maybe it’s about the actual 
story, or maybe it’s about love. “Crazy Eights” has 
that sloppy Fall-esque quality that drove so many 
of us amateur guitar players to forego practicing for 
pretension, it’s not what you play it’s how you play 
it. Th e album has a young energy, unaff ected by the 

Libérez les Moutons By Kwame M. Anderson



current state of rock, and that actually 
owes more to rock music from your col-
lection, than your parents.

XIU XIU
The Air Force
(5RC)

Xiu Xiu has never made an album 
that is anything but emotionally enthrall-
ing. Th is album is no diff erent there are 
the uncomfortable moments of silence, 
the aff ected tones. Rhythmically, Xiu Xiu 
has always walked a line between groove 
and chaos, well this albums grooves, al-
beit in a chaotic way. Produced with 
Greg Saunier (of Deerhoof), the album 
has many shades “Buzz Saw,” and ‘Boy 
Soprano” could almost be rand b songs 
in the Timbaland vein. Th ey move you, 
while they move you. “Hello From Eau 
Claire’” is reminiscent of Bjork’s ‘Hyper 
Ballad” although more skewered, but it’s 
there. Th is is double edged album it can 
make you dance, but upon further inspec-
tion there is still that slightly dark quality. 
Play it at a party, play it at a rally, play it at 
a rally for a party. 

THE HOWLING HEX
Nightclub Version of The Eternal
(Drag City)

Th e Howling Hex plays New Border 
rock n’ roll. What is that? It is music of 
a tradition that doesn’t exploit tradition. 
Th ere are pieces of many types of music, 
but played in a style that is so blurred 
and tainted, that you may hear afro beat 
and tropicalia within the same guitar line. 
It’s a diffi  cult thing to grasp, maybe, but 
let’s not over intellectualize it. Th ere are 
riff s, there are bass lines, there is a funki-
ness. “Good Th ings Are Easy’” is a song 
that could play at a juke joint or dance 
club in Kenya. As Neil Hagerty is part of 
Th e Howling Hex, smoking guitars solos 
are a must and are present in all of their 
harmelodic glory. While the direction of 
Th e Howling Hex is hard to predict, this 
one has more in common with their boo-
gie woogie classic All Night Fox than the 
swamp romp of You Can’t Beat Tomorrow, 
but the mood of both albums still exists 
and leaks from the songs.

Yeah, I know I haven’t given a clear 
vision of what is, but what it is is clear. It’s 
New Border rock played by Th e Howling 
Hex. Hop on that train and don’t look 
back.

RIP ARTHUR LEE

MUSIC

13
Free Press Houston
Issue 69 | 08/06

www.FreePressHouston.com 13



Your favorite band versus Hummer
Or: Tearing The Books in half
By Lance Scott Walker

o Th e Books sold out.
No, that’s not harsh, nor judgmental. It’s just the truth. Th e very fabric of the term 

“sellout” applies here, in its purest form.
Earlier this year, there was a big uproar in the press about the fact that both Th e 

Th ermals and Trans Am turned down licensing dollars from Hummer to allow their 
songs to appear in commercials. To talk numbers, Th e Th ermals were off ered $50,000 to 
lend out “It’s Trivia” and Trans Am was off ered $180K for “Total Information Awareness.” 
Why the disparity between the two off ers is anyone’s guess, but it matters little in the end: 
both bands refused. To quote one member of Th e Th ermals in particular: “Anyone but
Hummer.”

But Th e Books, those quiet scientists behind some of the most unique, delicate and 
otherworldly records any of us had heard in years, did take the dough.did take the dough.did

Maybe this was so shocking because Th e Books, to a lot of us, seemed like the most 
non-vocal of bands. For all the outspoken Vedders and Stipes out there, who crawl up 
our spines by heaving their outlandish, hypocritical “indie” shtick at us in the shadow of 
cushy major label deals, there are the true underground artists out there who say very 
little. And I don’t mean ‘underground’ in the respect that they’ll only sell as many records 
in a career as they pay in rent in two months; I mean underground in the sense that they 
make records for the art of it and little more. A platform, for many, only comes when 
they’ve got a comfy enough nest egg under them to mouth off . 

Which brings us to the website for the Northeastern duo, where they all but confess 
that their state of fi nancial freedom is anything but, making a sort of plea for support 
from their fans:

Our work, although deeply satisfying to us, has left  us both on the brink of fi nancial 
collapse since we began, so we are asking you: Please, do not steal our music thinking that 
we can aff ord it. We barely get by, and aren’t able to aff ord basic things like health insur-
ance, let alone raising a family, etc. We love what we do, and we love that people listen, 
but if you would like to see our work continue, please support us, and all of the artists 
you enjoy, as directly as possible.  

It sounds mortal—and it is. Th e Books are human. Th ey’re not pop stars. Th ey’re not 
even rock stars (yes, there is a diff erence). Th ey live an uncharmed, unsexy life of unpaid 
bills and mounting debt that can only serve to drive their creative interests right back into 
their gut with a good, swift  mean kick at the end of each month.

And then Hummer comes along, dripping with cash and screaming for credibility…
We’ll take the dough.
But Th e Books have to realize that, as entertainers, their livelihood is inherently 

fan-based. Th ey wouldn’t have their records pressed if they had no concern about reach-
ing people that connect with their music and would become fans of their band. Th at 
said, they’ve taken a gamble by selling their music back to the ears of the public through 
advertisers, and particularly such a gut-wrenchingly awful company such as Hummer. I 
mean, how many of us got sick to our stomachs when we heard “Lust for Life” advertising 
the fi rst of the 5,000 products and radio shows to which it has since played soundtrack? 
But even Iggy himself noted (and I paraphrase): use my songs to sell whatever you please, 
because they weren’t conceived commercially.

Now multiply that by the variable of using one’s song to license Hummer, of all 
products, and the commercial (read: fan-based) risk goes up. In an Associated Press 
article that ran in Th e Austin American-Statesman back in February, Lyle Hysen of Bank 
Robber Music (who works with Hummer on licensing music from bands) told Otis Hart 
the following:

“I will say about the Hummer guys, they are some of the most intense music listening 
guys out there. Th ey are on my A-list. Th ey fi nd music on their own, go to shows, they 
aren’t waiting for a major label to call them.”

Yeah, so what? One can’t be applauded for having good taste in music when they have 
zero ethical standards in an employer. Dumping corporate money towards independent 
or underground acts isn’t going to do much to quell the distaste that most of us (prob-
ably a lot of you reading this article) have for Hummer and its useless, gas-swallowing, 
absolutely perfect example of American excess.perfect example of American excess.perfect

Andrew Morgan—former Houstonian, currently Seattleite and now with Aero Book-
ing—turned me on to Th e Books years ago. He said it best: “While it completely destroys 
whatever indie cred they might have had, it doesn’t diminish their worth. Th ey’re musi-
cians trying to make a living. While I don’t agree with their choice in advertiser, I don’t 
exactly blame them or hold it against them. I mean if they were like on a cigarette bill-
board I’d take them a lot less seriously, or like... dynamite.”

On the artist’s side, the bottom line is that, for better or worse, you’re jerking with 
your fans, the very people that support you, when you introduce an unwanted commer-
cial element into your music. Especially something like this (Hummer). It’s diffi  cult to 
really argue out exactly why selling out for licensing grates on the nerves of music fans, why selling out for licensing grates on the nerves of music fans, why
but it would be fair to say that fans of a band’s music want to feel as if that band’s music 
somehow belongs to them as fans. If only a little bit. Regardless, it should be mentioned 
that Th e Books aren’t the fi rst. Your beloved Diplo, LFO, Everything But Th e Girl, Th e 
Album Leaf, and Casino Vs Japan have all given in. Th e Books were just the ones we all 
expected to do so last.
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#1 Site for Independent Music

LIVE ALL SUMMER

Check out sauzatequila.com
for live music events in your area
and an exclusive offer from eMusic.®and an exclusive offer from eMusic.®and an exclusive offer from eMusic.

Hear it all come together this summer.

SAUZA® TEQUILA, 40% ALC./VOL. ©2006 SAUZA TEQUILA IMPORT COMPANY, DEERFIELD, IL eMusic is a registered trademark and the eMusic logo is a trademark of eMusic.com Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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The looming holiday season has you honing 
your choice for your next-gen console. Sony’s 
Playstation 3 will bring unprecedented punch-
ing power to the console market, and will have a 
strong third party library in its corner. To round out 
Sony’s competition the marginally less powerful 

Xbox 360 has been fi ghting for the heavy-weight 
belt for a year now and has caught its second 
wind with their ultra accessible Xbox Live service 
and accompanying Xbox Live Arcade. What about 
Nintendo you ask? Offi  cially Nintendo claims not 
to be in competition with either company, and that 

their console is so vastly diff erent that they are in 
their own weight-class. Sony echo’s this meme say-
ing that the PS3 is not a video game console, rather 
that it is a high performance computer (whaa?). 
This guide will usher you past the pre-fi ght hype 
to the front row of the next-gen championship.

continued pg. 19

The Squared-Circle of Next-Genof Next-Genof
By Tyler Barber
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Xbox 360 - Microsoft

Pros
• Xbox Live. Microsoft  has es-
tablished the fundamental foot-tablished the fundamental foot-
work in next-gen online gam-work in next-gen online gam-
ing. If Sony or Nintendo plans ing. If Sony or Nintendo plans 
to dominate in this area they to dominate in this area they 
better watch plenty hi-light better watch plenty hi-light 
reels from the 360’s online tri-reels from the 360’s online tri-
umphs.umphs.
• 3rd Party Support.3rd Party Support. Th e 360 
is a well-rounded machine. Not is a well-rounded machine. Not 
the strongest, not the weakest, the strongest, not the weakest, 
not the most expensive, and is not the most expensive, and is 
easy to develop for. Th erefore, easy to develop for. Th erefore, 
3rd party developers are more 3rd party developers are more 
apt to throw their big bucks and apt to throw their big bucks and 
development time at the 360.development time at the 360.
• A Year Head Start. A Year Head Start. Th e bumpy 
launch of the 360 has been beat-launch of the 360 has been beat-
en smooth and now time has shown developers how to get more punch out of the en smooth and now time has shown developers how to get more punch out of the 
system. Th e games releasing this Fall are what we expect of next-gen. Will Nintendo system. Th e games releasing this Fall are what we expect of next-gen. Will Nintendo 
and Sony have enough steam out of the gates?and Sony have enough steam out of the gates?
• Hardware Add-ons.Hardware Add-ons. Not just gimmicky hype, the 360 is bringing an arsenal of  Not just gimmicky hype, the 360 is bringing an arsenal of 
peripherals this holiday including the High-Defi nition Disc Reader and the Xbox peripherals this holiday including the High-Defi nition Disc Reader and the Xbox 
Live Vision (a USB camera).Live Vision (a USB camera).
• Xbox Live Arcade.Xbox Live Arcade. So you got a knock-out system with true next-gen visuals and  So you got a knock-out system with true next-gen visuals and 
gameplay, what about the off -season? XBLA off ers fast, easily accessible (stored gameplay, what about the off -season? XBLA off ers fast, easily accessible (stored 
on the HDD) arcade games. XBLA’s leaderboards magnify what made earning the on the HDD) arcade games. XBLA’s leaderboards magnify what made earning the 
high-score so alluring.high-score so alluring.
• Halo.Halo. Not only Halo, but all those killer exclusives like Gears of War and Mass  Not only Halo, but all those killer exclusives like Gears of War and Mass 
Eff ect will make the 360’s fi ght one for the record books.Eff ect will make the 360’s fi ght one for the record books.

ConsCons
• Less Fire-power. Th ough only marginally weaker than the PS3, many consumers Th ough only marginally weaker than the PS3, many consumers 
are going to view the 360’s power as greatly inferior. Th is is not going to be an issue are going to view the 360’s power as greatly inferior. Th is is not going to be an issue 
for the next two years, but expect the 360 to start aging before the PS3.for the next two years, but expect the 360 to start aging before the PS3.
• Weak First Round. Th e 360’s launch was pummeled by critics as developers Th e 360’s launch was pummeled by critics as developers 
slapped an extra 10 bucks on the price of their multi-platfrom game will no dif-slapped an extra 10 bucks on the price of their multi-platfrom game will no dif-
ferentiation from the lesser. Compounded with some fi erce punches by the way of ferentiation from the lesser. Compounded with some fi erce punches by the way of 
massive system shortages and bugs, Microsoft  has their work cut-out for them in massive system shortages and bugs, Microsoft  has their work cut-out for them in 
gaining consumer trust.
• Japan.Japan. Th e Japanese hold a bigger market in gaming than the US. Microsoft , being  Th e Japanese hold a bigger market in gaming than the US. Microsoft , being 
aware of this, has tried to appeal to the island by gaining major Japanese developer aware of this, has tried to appeal to the island by gaining major Japanese developer 
support. Still, the 360 has done FAR worse in Japan than its predecessor; the Xbox.FAR worse in Japan than its predecessor; the Xbox.FAR
• Backward Compatibility. What a mess. Many original Xbox games won’t play on 
the 360. Not just any game, major critically acclaimed games like Psychonaughts, 
and Chronicles of Riddick.
• Uncouth Hardware. Th e power supply for the 360 is bigger than a boxing ring and 
the noise of the 360’s cooling fan is louder than an arena full of heckling attendees.
• Microsoft . So what if Bill Gates plans to transfer his work-load from Microsoft  to 
helping world poverty. He’s still a reptoid and I’m sure he’s only got the illuminate’s 
plan for world domination in mind.

Playstation 3 - Sony

Pros
• Th e most powerful system. In 
terms of graphics the PS3 sports 
the fanciest footwork, and can 
take a virtual pounding of infor-
mation with either the 20 or 60 
gigabyte hard drive.
• High Defi nition Gaming. Th e 
PS3 will bring you the MGM 
Grand of viewing pleasure. 
1080p, true high defi nition, de-
livers Sony’s fi nal blow in the 
graphics throw-down.graphics throw-down.
• Strong AAA support. You 
mean car towing service? No, 
AAA titles are those franchises 
that receive movie quality pro-
duction (ex: God of War, Metal Gear Solid, Final Fantasy), and the PS3 will duction (ex: God of War, Metal Gear Solid, Final Fantasy), and the PS3 will 
host these few ultra-polished exclusives.
• Free Online Service. Details are dodgy, but Sony boasts free online gaming Details are dodgy, but Sony boasts free online gaming 
with all the bells and whistles found on Microsoft ’s Xbox Live Gold service, with all the bells and whistles found on Microsoft ’s Xbox Live Gold service, 
and throws in web-surfi ng to boot.
• Blue-Ray. Consoles are having their next-gen bout and so are disc media.  Consoles are having their next-gen bout and so are disc media. 
Blue-Ray stands opposite High Defi nition DVD with more storage capability. Blue-Ray stands opposite High Defi nition DVD with more storage capability. 
Expect seven to eight times the storage of DVDs.
• PSP Connectivity. Th ough many gaming refs are counting Sony’s PSP down  Th ough many gaming refs are counting Sony’s PSP down 
for the count, the PS3 may inject some needed motivation in the PSP’s corner. for the count, the PS3 may inject some needed motivation in the PSP’s corner. 
Th e PSP could be used as glorifi ed controller to a complimentary screen for 
innovative gameplay. 

Cons
• Expensive. Both the console and the games are going to be the high-rollers on 
store shelves. Shadow-boxing Microsoft , Sony has two console packages, one store shelves. Shadow-boxing Microsoft , Sony has two console packages, one 
premium at $600 and one neutered-retard-version at $500 premium at $600 and one neutered-retard-version at $500 
• Expensive.Expensive. Gamers aren’t the only ones throwing in the towel on Sony’s ginor-
mously priced console. Development costs are TKO’ing games left  and right, mously priced console. Development costs are TKO’ing games left  and right, 
and their black and blue developers are looking toward the other two consoles and their black and blue developers are looking toward the other two consoles 
to train their creativity.to train their creativity.
• More Powerful? More Powerful? Th ough the PS3 is more powerful than the other two, it is 
only marginally more powerful. Don’t expect to be blown away by killer visuals only marginally more powerful. Don’t expect to be blown away by killer visuals 
at launch as most launch games are going to have graphics identical to their at launch as most launch games are going to have graphics identical to their 
Xbox 360 rivals. In fact developers may not begin to push the machine to it Xbox 360 rivals. In fact developers may not begin to push the machine to it 
limits for years to come.limits for years to come.
• Its Big.Its Big. Sony weighs in as the heaviest and biggest console. If you’ve seen how  Sony weighs in as the heaviest and biggest console. If you’ve seen how 
big the 360 is in person, imagine a system wider, taller and longer than that.big the 360 is in person, imagine a system wider, taller and longer than that.
• No Feeling. No Feeling. Due to a ka-trillion dollar lawsuit Sony is barred from using any Due to a ka-trillion dollar lawsuit Sony is barred from using any 
rumble technology in their new controller. I love my vibrating controller. Th is 
is a big one. 
• Th eir President. Ken Kutaragi has been saying some crazy stuff  lately (the PS3 
is not a gaming console, people would buy if there were no games on it etc.). So 
crazy that this game journalist is coining him as the Don King of gaming.
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Wii -Wii - Nintendo

ProsPros
• One word: Nintendo.One word: Nintendo. Remember 
who made you? Nintendo did gam-who made you? Nintendo did gam-
er! Th eir fi rst party games are some er! Th eir fi rst party games are some 
of the most creative, fun, and addic-of the most creative, fun, and addic-
tive games in the history of gaming. tive games in the history of gaming. 
Mario and friends are sure-ringers Mario and friends are sure-ringers 
in the Wii library.in the Wii library.
• Innovative.Innovative. Th e motion-sensor 
Wiimote™ will have hardcore and non-gamers alike waving their arms in the air reeling in Wiimote™ will have hardcore and non-gamers alike waving their arms in the air reeling in 
virtual fi sh, fl ipping a pan of fried dumplings to anything developers dream up to make the virtual fi sh, fl ipping a pan of fried dumplings to anything developers dream up to make the 
Wii experience more tactile than anything we’ve played before.Wii experience more tactile than anything we’ve played before.
•  Cheaper.Cheaper. It will cost you no more than $250 to go toe-to-toe with the Wii. However, the 
exact price is still unknown as well as the exact launch date.exact price is still unknown as well as the exact launch date.
•  CheaperCheaper. Th e cheapest system to build games on is, by far, the Wii. Not only are produc-
tion costs low, but the creative implications of the Wii have garnered wide-spread support tion costs low, but the creative implications of the Wii have garnered wide-spread support 
from indie to AAA developers like Ubisoft , EA, Gearbox and Activision.from indie to AAA developers like Ubisoft , EA, Gearbox and Activision.
• SmallerSmaller. Th is light-weight will take half the space on your entertainment center and is 
clearly the best looking machine.clearly the best looking machine.
• DS Connectivity.DS Connectivity. Like the Gameboy Advance with the Gamecube, the DS will connect 
(via Bluetooth) with the Wii. Expect a fun TV screen to handheld gaming experience.(via Bluetooth) with the Wii. Expect a fun TV screen to handheld gaming experience.

Cons
• One word: Nintendo. For many Nintendo is 
synonymous with kids, and Nintendo is aware 
of this. Ready to shake their kid-only appeal, 
Nintendo has an uphill battle convincing Grand 
Th eft  Auto weaned gamers of their mature inten-
tions. 
• Th e Least Powerful System. Without a wider 
audience gaming will become stagnant. Nintendo 
hopes to bridge the gap with innovative controls 
instead of pumping more iron into the hardware. 
With the show-stopping visuals of the 360 and 
PS3, Nintendo has to convince alot of people that 
playing=believing.
• Innovation. Th ough developers, gamers and 

the media are all buzzed about the new control scheme, the fact is that it is an untested 
formula. Th is ballsy’ step could backfi re and end in a quick KO for the Wii.
• Th e Name. Many people, (excluding myself) loath the name Wii. Nintendo nay-sayers and 
rouge fan-boys have littered the internet with plentiful Wii puns and trash-talk. Nintendo 
argues that names like Google and Ipod are equally strange so we’ll use the ol’ time will 
tell motto here.
• Online. For their handheld DS, Nintendo requires a “friend code” (comprised of the ran-
dom numbers and letters reminiscent of those old NES game save codes) for each game in 
order to hook up with friends. Th is is like using 1920’s boxing techniques against Evander 
Holyfi eld (not pretty).
• Virtual Console. Th is one will have to do to judges’ decision. Games from the NES to the 
Nintendo 64, Sega Genisis, and Turbo Graphix 16 will be available for download for a fee. 
But how much? Just don’t charge $20 for em’ like you did with the Classics pack released 
on the GBA a few years back.
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what was it like, the night you were born?what was it like, the night you were born?what was it like, the night you were born?what was it like, the night you were born?
did your mother get up from her bed when she did your mother get up from her bed when she did your mother get up from her bed when she did your mother get up from her bed when she 

felt a pain?felt a pain?
did she grab a coat before going out into the 

cold night?
did she make it out of the house before her wa-

ter broke?

 President’s day, two days before my birthday, 
the phone rings. 

“Is this Alex Wukman,” asks the voice on the 
other end. 

“Yes,” I answer, “Who’s this?”
“Mr. Wukman this is Deputy Mark _____ from 

the Fort Bend Sheriff ’s Homocide Division. Do you 
know Chelcey Pollock?” I swallow my heart.

did she know where she was going, or did she 
just walk?

how far did she go before she felt safe; half-a-
mile, one, two?

did she go to the fi rst empty fi eld she could fi nd 
or did she have one in mind?

“I know her,” I say, “is she alright?”
“Chelcey is fi ne,” he says, “I need to know if you 

had sexual relations with her.”
“Yes,” I say.

was it the fi eld where she used to pretend she 
was a princess in the land of fairy kings?

or was it the one where she smoked pot and 
drank stolen beer?

“Congratulations Mr. Wukman you may be a fa-
ther and Chelcey is the mother. I’m sorry Mr. Wuk-
man, the baby is dead and we believe that Chelcey 
killed it.” 

did she shed her clothes as she parted the 
grass?

was she standing like Eve, naked waiting for 
you to come?

probably not, but I’d like to think so.
it makes it more romantic.
but what I want may not have happened, so I 

have to ask.

“Where were you on the night of January 20th?”
“I was out drinking.”
was she lying in a patch of grass cursing, 

screaming?

how long did the labor last?
were you an easy birth or a diffi  cult one?

“Can anyone verify that?”
“Yes quite a few people. Am I suspect?”
“No you are a material witness.”
“Since she named you as a possible father we 

need to clarify some things.”

aft er it was over did she smoke a cigarette and 
look at the stars?

did she see one shoot across the heavens?
did she pull a knife out of her pocket?
did she cut the cord easily, or did she have to 

saw it?

“When was the last time you talked to Chelc-
ey?”

“Two or three weeks ago, I saw her at a poetry 
reading and she asked me if I was going to a show.”

“Do you know the exact date?”
“Th e last Wednesday in January.”
“Th at would make it the 25th.  And you didn’t 

notice that she was pregnant then?”
“Well she is a big girl, and she was wearing loose 

clothing.”

did she wrap you in her coat to muffl  e your 
screams?

was she barefoot as she walked back to her 
house?

were you quiet when she got the shovel?
did you scream as she dug the hole?

“Did you speak to Chelcey aft er that night?”
“No. What happened to the baby? How did it 

die?”

what did she say when she laid you in the 
grave?

did she apologize as she poured the lighter 
fl uid?

did she ask forgiveness when she set you on 
fi re?

did you cry when she threw in the dirt?

“It was born on or about January 20th in a fi eld. 
We have to wait for the autopsy results from the 
Galveston County M.E. to determine if the baby 
was born alive. Either way aft er it died she took it 
back to her parents house, set it on fi re and buried 
it behind the garage where it remained until the 
neighbor’s dog found it on Valentine’s Day.” 

what was she thinking when you went quiet?
did she fl ick a cigarette on your grave or lay 

fl owers?
did the door slam when she went inside?

“My God.”
“Yes Mr. Wukman. I know this is hard to grasp. 

I’m going to need to take a statement.”
“Do I have to come into the station to do that?”
“Normally yes, do you know the Jack in the Box 

on 59 and Hillcroft ?”

did she crawl into bed and turn up the TV?
did she cry into her pillow?

“I can fi nd it.”
“Good I’ll meet you there in two hours to take 

your statement.”

probably not, but I’d like to think so.
it makes it more human.
but what I want didn’t happen.

to adam:
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“I can’t buy a Harley® because I don’t know how to ride a motorcycle.” While that 

may be technically true, let’s sit on that for a second and follow that train of thought 

to its logical conclusion, in terms of your personal development thus far: “I can’t 

leave my crib because I don’t know how to walk.” “I can’t take off my diapers because 

I don’t know how to control the natural urges of my bladder.” “I can’t French kiss 

because I don’t know anything about France.” “I can’t get a job because I don’t know 

how to work.” “I can’t buy a Harley because I don’t know how to ride a motorcycle.” 

Truth is, if you never learned anything new, you would never amount to squat.

©2006 H-D.

Find out more at harley-davidson.com/biglife
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Ask The Bankers Pen
The Bankers Pen holds 30 stodgy bankers who generally oppose the beliefs of Washington Mutual, especially WaMu Free Checking™.
Their advice column runs nationwide. Find out more about the pen at trappedbanker.com. 

Dear Bankers Pen:
   I’ve heard a lot of banks offering “free checking.” 
But then, they all have different ideas of what 
“free” means. For example, WaMu offers free checks 
for life, but other banks don’t. What do you think a 
bank really means when they say “free”?   

- Dumbfounded in Dallas

Dear Dumbfounded:
   It means they want to go out of business. 
Actually, I have no idea. Are you sure it was a 
bank? Maybe you only thought it was a bank, 

but it was really your next-door neighbor’s 
garage sale. I can’t imagine any God-fearing 
bank manager offering services for no cost 
and actually meaning it. Hogwash!

Dear Bankers Pen:
   I’m in a real pickle here! I’m a bona fide cat lover, 
but my husband has severe cat allergies. He starts 
to sneeze and his throat closes up if he’s within 200 
yards of a cat, bless his heart, so I’ve learned to live 
without felines in the house. But my sister, who 
lives across town, just adopted the most adorable 

pair of kittens ever. After antiquing on weekends, 
I’ll follow her to her house and play with her 
kitties. Then, as soon as I walk through the 
door at home, my husband goes into a sneezing 
fit and accuses me of bringing cat hair into 
the house. I don’t want to hurt him, but I can’t 
help my love for these adorable little creatures. 
Is there any help for me?

- Hopeless in Houston

Dear Hopeless:
   Shut up. Just shut up.
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Houstonians protest the brutality of the Harris County jail system 
from the open publishing newswire: Members of the
Texas Death Penalty Abolition Movement, the
Howard Guidry Justice Committee, the Texas
Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, the Green
Party, and other supporters stood on the corner of San
Jacinto and Baker for almost two hours in solidarity
with the men and women who are brutalized or
whose loved ones are brutalized by the prison sys-
tem. Many passersby stopped to ask for more infor-
mation about Howard, to talk about their own loved
one's experiences with the racist, inhumane Harris
County jail system, or to thank the protesters for
coming out and making their unspoken complaints
heard. 
"We are not isolated," Njeri Shakur said, "and
Howard Guidry is certainly not the only poor, black
man being abused and disrespected behind these very
walls. All of us whose loved ones are being treated
like animals in these jails and prisons must come
together and put our voices together. Alone, we are
victims. Together, we are an unstoppable force.
Nothing but the organized anger of the people will ever stop these injustices. They give
us no justice, we give them no peace!" 
Gloria Rubac also spoke to the crowd, asking, "Would Ken Lay go to court barefoot,
without his glasses, after being sat on by a SWAT team?"

Help save one of Houston's (few) Cultural Landmarks
The River Oaks Shopping Center was built in 1937, and in 1939 the River Oaks
Theater opened. It is the longest operating movie theater in Houston. The Theater
was declared endangered by the Greater Houston Preservation Alliance, following
the discovery that Weingarten Realty Investors plans to demolish the shopping cen-
ter in early 2008. Houston has some of the weakest historic preservation laws in the
country. Activists have launched a petition to Save the River Oaks Shopping Center
& Alabama Theater that has already received more than 10,000 signatures.

Stop the Houston Youth Curfew
From the open publishing newswire: The City of Houston is proposing a

nighttime youth curfew of 10 pm on weekdays and 11 pm on weeknights for
those under 17 years old. The curfew will do
nothing to prevent youth crime, is hostile to

civil liberties, sends the wrong message to our youth and
their parents, and criminalizes innocent behavior. Currently

the curfew is set at 12 every night of the week. 
In 1999 researchers in California performed a comprehen-
sive analysis of the effect on youth crime of juvenile cur-
few laws in the state. The study found no evidence that
curfew law enforcement reduced youth crime. When the
study showed any correlation at all between juvenile cur-
few laws and youth crime it was more often that increased

curfew enforcement was coincident with more youth
crime!  Moreover, the police's ability to stop and question

anyone who looks under 17 past the curfew time could
lead to more racial profiling. Racial profiling in regards to
the searching of the vehicles of African Americans and his-
panics after routine traffic stops has already been shown to

occur in the Houston Police Department and the Harris County Sheriff's Department.
Police can always investigate underage drinking, vandalism or other crimes--they need

no broader curfew law.

More than 100 protest Israeli aggression in Houston 
On July 17th a large and diverse group of Houstonians (and other Texans) assembled in
front of the Israeli consulate on Weslyan during rush hour, to protest the Israeli aggres-
sion in Lebanon and the Gaza Strip. People carried signs opposing the state violence as
well as Palestinian and Lebanese flags and chanted "Stop Bombing Palestine, Stop

Bombing Lebanon". The protest was characterized as urgent and full
of youthful energy. Two arrests took place, one of peace activist Herb
Rothchild as well as an unidentified young protester. Herb was inter-
viewed on the July 18th edition of KPFT local news. Both have been
released.  This protest received widespread local news coverage, and
is one of many that have taken place across the US and the world. 

houston.indymedia.org

the houston independent media center
media for social & economic justice

get involved!  houston@indymedia.org
fiscal sponsorship for himc provided by

the southwest alternate media project
www.swamp.org



“The Surfer’s Guide 
to Stock Investing”

The ultimate momentum trading course
surf the waves of the stock market’s 

biggest winners.

Can your stock trading system do this?

IIIN  +96% 30 days
NVAX +253% 18 days
ENY  +171%  5 days

HOM  +144%  31 days
 BCON  +269% 18 days

And many, many more….

For more info and free report, log on to:

Bottomspringers.com
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n my last article I briefl y n my last article I briefl y 
chronicled my life as a chronicled my life as a 
drug dealer and businessman in jail and drug dealer and businessman in jail and 

prison.  It was by no means a description of my lifestyle or prison.  It was by no means a description of my lifestyle or 
moral foundation; one simply performs these actions to 
make time go a little easier.  Th ere are many diff erent ways 
to make money, or rather, “MAKE SOUP”.

If you didn’t read the last article then shame on you 
for not reading the Free Press cover to cover.  I guess you 
missed the description of monetary standards... Th e $.55 
Soup.  Everything is based on this high saline, high caloric, 
sub-standard meal (Ramon Noodle).  Th is is the way of life. 
A cup of coff ee can get you a soup.  A stamp ($.37) will get 
you a soup (still keeping up with the Dow Jones Industrial 
average!).  Hot water is even a commodity.  However, being 
a good businessman takes more than fi scal responsibility, 
you have to be an entrepreneur.  

Th ere are many ways to make soup while incarcer-
ated and people perform these actions to accomplish two 
things:  Keep themselves occupied and eat better.  One of 
the most popular activities is to make alcohol, or “Hooch”.  
Production of hooch consists of taking your daily allow-
ance of fruits (oranges, fruit cups, etc...) and water then 
fermenting it in a variety of ways.  You can put it in soda 
bottles or plastic bags, just as long as you vent the con-
tainer on a frequent basis (otherwise your little brewery 
will literally explode).  Adding bread will make it ferment 
faster but the alcohol level will be more like a malt liquor 
instead of a wine.  It takes about a week for a batch to 
be turned out and can garner about 2 soups for a small 
Styrofoam cup (that’s about 6 soups for every soda bottle).  
Yes, we are talking about molding fruit, but it gets you re-
ally drunk. Good money but very risky if the block gets 

shaken down.
Th ere are some extremely artisti-

cally talented inmates in the penal system.  
I have known some great artists in my life, but some of I have known some great artists in my life, but some of 
these guys are outstandingly gift ed... misguided, yes... but 
overly gift ed.  Th ese guys paint pictures and lay down tat-
toos.  When it comes to painting they use real colors with 
hue, tone, and shading.  Th ey rub deodorant into a color 
advertisement (Sunday newspaper inserts) and it removes 
the ink onto the cloth applicator.  Th ey then apply it to the 
canvas... an envelope or handkerchief going home to the 
customer’s family.  Th is also works very well for removing 
the ink from a canceled stamp, ready for re-mailing!  As far 
as tattooing goes, you melt down ink from a pen, construct 
a gun with two magnets (taken out of the radio speaker in 
a wall), a paper clip, an elastic band (for retention) and a 
needle inserted into the spent ink barrel.  Hook up electric-
ity from a light and now you have a reciprocating servo. I 
witnessed some of the very best tattooing including colors 
and shading on many parts of the body (my favorite was 
on the feet).  Very cool.

Hygiene is not just about odor, especially when con-
fi ned to such small places with so many people, but about 
appearance as well. Once you get your hands on a good 
jumpsuit, you want to hold on to it and keep it clean.  Th ere 
are people that will make a concoction of soaps and liter-
ally scrub your scrubs, then dry and press them. But what 
if you have a clean-cut image to portray? Th en you’ll need 
a haircut.  Th ey take a black comb with cylindrical teeth, 
not elliptical (those don’t work worth a damn), and break 
open a disposable razor blade.  Th ey feed the teeth through 
the holes of the blade about half way up and start shearing.  
Th ey can fade and layer, all with a blade.  Sometimes I wish 

I could get a “Jail-House-Cut” because of the attention to 
detail.  You provide the blade, comb and soups. An “A-Plus 
Must” if you have court the next day.

It’s no mystery people like to gamble.  Inmates bet on It’s no mystery people like to gamble.  Inmates bet on 
a variety things... Sports, chess and cards.  But never have 
I seen fortunes lost, regained, and lost again like a good 
game of craps. I never really understood how this game 
worked until I went to TDCJ.  Holy Crap!  One time I 
saw this one guy lose his entire $40 cache, go into debt 
and fi nally fi nish the game with over $100 (4 hours later).  
Making dice is interesting. Paper mache is the easy way, 
but not very heavy or durable.  Th e correct way is to boil 
down some plastic from spoons or a food tray and then 
form them very, very accurately.  Lopsided dice will get 
you no game.

Th ese dollar amounts don’t seem like much until you 
have nothing, absolutely nothing at all.  But my very fa-
vorite activity was being the resident librarian, think Andy 
Dufresne in Rita Hayworth and the Shawshank Redemp-
tion by Stephen King.  You’re only allowed to have three 
books at a time (turn one in and get another), so I had 
other people get books I wanted in my library.  At one 
point I had over forty books on hand and another thirty 
on loan before having my treasure taken away in a police 
raid (still a little bitter).  Th e inmates would come by, ask 
for a book, and I would quantify their reading ability and 
interests.  I would help people learn to read and write their 
letters if needed.  I taught people to play chess and read the 
fi nancial markets.  No charge, my absolute pleasure. Some-
times I would buy someone a haircut or a wash and press; 
anything to occupy my day and feel normal again.

Next:  Prison Issue #3 – Violations and Violence
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