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The Free Press is an open forum. Public submissions 

are encouraged. The Free Press will never refer to 

itself in third person. We do not endorse any of 

the ideas, products, or candidates included in this 

publication. The Free Press does not knowingly 
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advertising or editorial appear. The Free Press is not 
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Feel Free to take us seriously.
 
So-the reptilian overlords have put hundreds of video cameras 

on traffi  c lights, ostensibly ‘activated’ them over 6 weeks ago, and I 
am yet to know a single soul that has gotten a ticket. What gives? I 
have run several red lights myself and have failed to receive a single 
piece of paper from ‘the man’ condemning my actions...and these 
were not ‘yellow’ lights, these were ‘ruby red’! Please excuse my 
paranoia, but this is either gross ineptitude, or we are being watched 
like ants by the new world order. C’mon guys—just one single 
ticket would put a hamper on my conspiratorial world outlook. 
In relation, it is now against ‘the law’ to smoke at Metro 
stops. Shelby Kelley tells us of a run in he had with the 
lawdogs for just that in this issue’s World section. Metro 
cops are the spawn of Beelzebub. No joke. Also, Do ya’ll 
think it is a coincidence that North Korea detonates 
a nuke in the same week that Jessica Simpson’s new 
movie fl ops. Is this some kind of dire warning or am I 
just reading into it all too much. Only time will tell. But 
I know this much--I just saw Mayor Bill White smoking 
meth-amphetamine with a Norwegian prostitute out 
back of Soundwaves. Well, not really, but wouldn’t that 
be cool? Especially if he had a cobra tattoo on his bald 
spot. With big fangs. Clutch.

 
-Editors
Free Press Houston
713.527.0014
Editors@FreePressHouston.com
www.FreePressHouston.com



Free Press Houston
Issue 71 | 10/06

www.FreePressHouston.com 5

—Content

—Editor
5 —Art

—Film
—Music

—Tech
—World



Free Press Houston
Issue 71 | 10/06

www.FreePressHouston.com6

—Content

—Editor
—Art

6 —Film
—Music

—Tech
—World

Singular Multiples: The Peter Blum Edition Archive, 1980-1994 
Museum of Fine Arts 1001 Bissonnet  
Through October 15. (713) 639-7300

Drawn to Light : Lisa Marie Godfrey 
Lawndale Art Center 4912 Main St 
Through October 14, 2006 (713) 528-5858

Trace (Visions of Katrina)
Houston Center for Photography 1441 W.Alabama
Through October 22 (713)-529-4755

Pipilotti Rist 
CAMH 5216 Montrose 
Opens Saturday, October 14  (713) 284-8250

DEBRIS:  

Feedbacker
Buf fa lo  Sean
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tton Paul and Janice Weeks are doing a 
window display for Lawndale’s Dia de los 
Muertos Gala on October 26th featuring 

window clings and foam board cut-outs. The benefit 
show is always peppered with famous Houston doo-
dlers and innovative interpretations of the traditional 
retablos of Catholic Mexico’s artistic history. The 
wine flows like water, too.

Art Scouts 1st Annual Night of the Derby has 
the long and awkward title “An Evening of Pinewood 
Goodness: Not Everyone is a Winner; But No One 
is a Loser”. Speeding through the BBAP Law Offices 
will be ghetto-rigged and professional-looking Boy 
Scout style derby racers by 40 artists. Want to know 
a secret? Rub a pencil on your car’s axels, the graph-
ite is a great way to get a little extra speed. Saturday 
October 14th. 5106 Center, 6 pm to midnight; silent 

auction, and live entertainment provided by local 
band Robot Monkey. All participating artists will 
receive a Night of the Derby merit badge. (bbap-
houston.org) 
 Looks like the new head of the art department 
at University of Houston was the boss of the wood 
shop at Cal Arts. There’s nothing wrong with that, 
but everyone down here thinks he was the head of 
the sculpture department out there. Psst…there is 
no sculpture department at Cal Arts!

Down Commerce Street at CSAW “Unedited 
and Dedicated”, a show by the group A.S.S., fea-
tured recently passed away artists Luis Jimenez and 
Brandy Fitzpatrick on October 7th, the one day show 
will be followed by Jason Kunke’s “It Was the Blurst 
of Times” (an LA text based show) that should be 
remarkable at least through dialogue with other text 
shows up now, Deborah Colton’s “Word” and M2’s 

“Work is a Four Letter Word” (325 W.19th). Daniel 
Francis Doyle performs his own suicide drumming 
at the opening on Saturday October 14th, check out 
the front space for Lisa Marie Godfrey’s sweet and 
scary little drawings.

Leila Dallal opens a show at Dean’s Credit 
Clothing October 20th (316 Main), her collages and 
sculptures are a little too detailed for the low light of 
the bar- but this staple gallery right at the Preston 
Street rail stop keeps pumping out shows and help-
ing out good artists.

The Fall Festival at Project Row Houses is get-
ting international this year with artists from Britain, 
Ghana, and Trinidad commemorating the 200th an-
niversary of the English Parliament’s abolition of the 
slave trade. At the corner of Live Oak and Holman, 
a Third Ward Bike Ride through the neighborhood 

starts at the crusty-eye time of 7:30 am. Saturday and 
Sunday, October 21st and 22nd. 

This fall’s Westheimer Block Party; Saturday 
November 4th,will feature a bike ride exhibit from 
the Lollipauperz collective and performance work 
by Daniel Adame charting pathways and stretching 
social interactions into the abstract. Come out to 
Houston’s Westheimer traditional scene of debauch-
ery and new music at the corner of Taft Street.

Gearing up to be bigger than ever, this year’s 
Artcrawl kicks off November 18th, check out over 
twenty artist spaces, performance work, and a beau-
tiful walk through the East End. Looks like the city is 
planning a kicker of a competitor with public chalk 
drawing on Allen Parkway- downtown will be book 
ended with art! Take the train from one event to the 
other.
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It’s interesting how the publicity side of films wants to rule what 
people think. As well they should, that’s their job.

After leaving screenings of The Departed and Infamous, the p.r. 
person (a contract job proffered by a public relations firm hired by 
a film studio) specifically asked me A) in the case of Departed what 
I thought about its Oscar chances, and B) regarding Infamous, how 
I thought it compared to Capote.

It was easy to answer the former query. Ask somebody in 
the Academy, I snapped back to the loaded question. When the 
Academy picks its five nominees I will tell you the one I think will 
win. If this is any indication of the ramp-up of prognostication to 
come, prepare yourself for the biggest Oscar media shitstorm ever.

As for Infamous, which covers much of the same ground as last 
year’s Capote, the real question should be how does it stack up 
against the films that are coming out at the same time: films as di-
verse as Flags of Our Fathers, Marie Antoinette, The Prestige, not to 
mention the plethora of October horror flicks with numbers in the 
title. Saw III or Grudge 2 anyone? As for comedies you can write 
those off to the DVD rental in two months category. Employee of 
the Month was not funny, and worse to sit through than School for 
Scoundrels, which also was not funny. How sad is it that you have 
to reach back to the also not funny You, Me and Dupree just to 
recall a film that at least allowed one to crack a smile.

The truth is a little Truman Capote goes a long way. There 
was a Capote comedy skit back in the 1970s where the National 
Lampoon Comedy Hour had a Truman soundalike explaining how 

“My father stuck me in a closet with a bowling ball bag over my 
head.” In Infamous the soundalike, Toby Jones, is also a dead ringer 
for the real Capote. Jones most notably plays the voice of Dobby 
the Elf in the Harry Potter series. Perhaps the portrayal of Capote 
will become the new trial by fire of contemporary actors. Philip 
Seymour Hoffman won an Oscar for his Capote turn, but physi-
cally Hoffman is anything but diminutive and squeaky voiced.

As similar as Infamous is to Capote in terms of plot (famous 
writer travels to the scene of a brutal murder in Middle America to 
re-invent the novel) the directorial hands are wide apart. Infamous 
helmer Douglas McGrath delivers a first act frothy with wit. But 
by the end the film has spiraled into a grim drama, with an intense 

near-rape scene between Jones and Daniel Craig (next month’s 
blue-eyed James Bond). Craig plays Perry Smith with a rage as 
black as his contact lenses.

If Infamous is a double with the runner sliding in safe, then 
Martin Scorsese’s The Departed is a home run in the upper seats.

Dense in cinematic layers – occasional brilliant acting riffs, 
complicated plot with plenty of double crosses, expert use of rock 
songs to accent violence and character – the main thing I felt com-
ing out of The Departed was how I longed to see it a second time.

Scorsese’s direction feels like a tuned racing engine firing on 
all cylinders. Sure, Scorsese’s in his element with a crime film. But 
Scorsese goes beyond recycling Goodfellas cheer and adds taunt 
suspense to Departed’s truly stunning ending. Not that the film 
lacks violence. Early on, we see Leonardo DiCaprio mopping 
up a convenience store with some thugs, and as he’s turning this 
guy’s face into pulp the soundtrack launches into “Land of a 1000 
Dances.” It’s Scorsese reminding us that, yes, he’s seen Kill Bill Vol.1 
where the same musical cue left a mark.

With Scorsese’s master touch the film is sculpted to feel like an 
hour even though the action takes two-and-a-half hours.

It didn’t start out as a Gwyneth Paltrow double feature but there 
you have it – I saw Infamous and Running With Scissors on the 
same day - both films where Paltrow plays a supporting role. She 
only appears briefly in Infamous, as a lounge singer in the opening 
scene. The song waivers as the blonde siren experiences a moment 
where you think she might collapse in the middle of her warble. 

Running With Scissors, set in the groovy late 1970s, places 
Paltrow with an ensemble that includes Jill Clayburgh, Evan 
Rachel Wood, Joseph Fiennes as members of an unorthodox 
psychiatrist’s family. Paltrow, while only in a couple of scenes, has a 
psycho thousand-yard stare that will chill the uninitiated. Annette 
Benning, Brian Cox and Joseph Cross trade off leading roles as the 
story switches between Cox’s insurance fraud, Benning’s medicated 
stupor, with Cross (playing author Augusten Burroughs) experi-
encing the entire farce while going through puberty.

by Michael Bergeron
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What up fogies. It is I, he, the guy. First up, what 
happened to the weed, man, where the fuck is the 
weed? Okay, so as you may or may not know, the 

Republicans are doing a smash up job. I mean, can we not 
give those fuckers a hand, wow, Mark Foley, what can you 
say about that? I don’t know, man. The world we live in, the 
people in elected office, the people who elected them, man. 
Where is the weed?

So yeah I’ve been laying off the ganja, but here’s the thing, 
it’s hard dude. It’s really hard. Like a week ago, I got drunk on 
a Wednesday night, like what is that? So I’m just kind of ram-
bling on, I know. But seriously I got nothing. It almost seems 
pointless to rant about the ridiculousness of the present state 
of the world, because by the time this goes to print, a whole 
new level of ridiculousness will have taken place. Trust me, 
eventually, some senator or congressman, or teacher, or prin-
cipal, or some figure that supposedly represents wholesome-
ness or authority, or “rightness” will fuck an animal.

I’m not kidding, it’s about to happen. “Mayor of 
Sometown, USA is caught performing fellatio a horse while 
his daughter practices for the spelling bee in the next room, 
representatives for the mayor had no comment.”

So yup, I’m losing it, the news is comedy, fucking com-
edy. And another thing—what is up with white men these 
days, propositioning pages, shooting up schools, I thought it 
was hard out here for a pimp, but dayum!!! So let’s talk about 
the music and the music shows. It’s all we got folks. The world 
is giving up, when I teach the children, I tell them, “The world 
may not get better, and you’ll still have to pay your taxes, and 
now the letter P.”

LOOK
10/22/06
JENNY LEWIS and THE WATSON TWINS w/ 
Okervill River
Numbers

Mouths foamed over the Jenny Lewis’ debut album, a 
folky affair, although what does that mean? It means there’s 
an acoustic guitar and some country-ish tunes, I guess. Well, I 
think the album was good, and there was some nice songwrit-
ing, some dark themes, and

melodious tones. How does this translate live? Well, 
it depends on what reason you go to shows, is it for social 
reasons, or music reasons. I’m sure at this show there will be 
both. I mean, Lewis is a looker and the Twins aren’t shabby 
either, and so the rock boys may come to gawk and aww, but 
then there is also the other band she was in (Rilo Kiley), and 
I’m sure fans of that band will go, and then there the hot 
shit factor, the critical acclaim, I was watching CBS Sunday 
Morning and the music guy mentioned this album alongside 
shit like Bruce Springsteen and other icons of American rock, 
so that means older gentlemen are impressed by her profi-
ciency as well as the young hipsters, and hey, that’s rare unless 
you’re Wilco or somebody. So, yes, I think it will be a good 
show, and it’s at Numbers which means there will be a great 
deal of space to move around and sway.

10/27/06
BROKEN SOCIAL SCENE w/ DO MAKE SAY THINK
Warehouse Live

Broken Social Scene represent all that is good about cur-
rent music. Their album You Forgot It In The People is prob-
ably one of the greatest albums ever made, and their self-titled 
follow wasn’t too shabby either. While their first two albums 
have their moments,

YFIITP, was the perfect mix of crafted songs, weirdness, 
and superior recording. BSS blur the lines between music, 
it’s rock, it’s electronic, it’s soul, it’s hip hop, it’s other things 
resulting from good record collections. It’s headphone music, 
but it’s not so strange that the “normal” music fan couldn’t 
find something to grasp onto. BSS is also more of a collective 
than a conventional band, so who will show up and who want 
is always a fun game to play. As in the best shows, the music is 
a footnote, but not necessarily a finished version, and so your 

favorite song could be transformed and remade, it all depends, 
it’s one of those things that, let’s say you missed the show, you 
really MISSED the show. Do Make Say Think share a similar 
philosophy to that of the BSS, with the music disappearing 
into a haze of sound reminiscent of styles yet devoid of genre 
and trippy, so all in all this one will be worth it. Sure, they’ll 
be a line at the door. Sure, it may sell out. Sure, they’ll be a lot 
of people, and that will not be good for the claustrophobics 
such as myself, but hey, I got to get out of the house sometime, 
says my doctor and friends and girlfriend and the little figu-
rine that I stare at that gives me instruction.

LISTEN
AKRON/ FAMILY
MEEK WARRIOR
(Young God)

The Akron Family have this effervescent quality about 
their music that makes me feel transported to a time beyond 
cell phones and traffic. It’s open air music, it’s free, it’s very 
trance inducing, and from what I hear, the band performs 
sitting down in sort of a circle, which makes sense seeing as 
many of the songs on this collection are about escaping the 
now and entering a new now. “Dolphin Song” starts as a tribal 
percussive affair and explodes into a place between Archie 
Shepp and guitar noise, and then it repeats itself. “Blessing 
Force” is a magic spell captured aurally, it is almost a constant 
climactic moment, the beginning ascendance into the vocal 
part that is as much church s’ance, a revelry of spirit, that 
explodes into a rock moment that is again climaxed into afro 
funk, it is a rewarding 9 minutes and 12 seconds. “No Space 
In This Realm” could be about death, or maybe just leaving 
the crowded streets and “booming blinging cars.” In the song 
they say that “space is love” and anyone who has driven on 
288 towards downtown knows that there is “no space in this 
world” at least around 7 AM. The album returns me to a place 
of serenity and civility, that is sometimes lost in the bombast 
the world has foisted upon my brain. Turn on and tune out.
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TORTOISE
A LAZARUS TAXON
(Thrill Jockey)

Tortoise, to me, is the footnote in the 
history of music that most represents what 
music would and has become. I mean to 
understand Timbaland or Th ree Six Mafi a 
or Broken Social Scene or whatever, is 
to understand that at the time Tortoise 
released their debut album, music was still 
very defi ned separate lines of rock, rap, 
dance, and jazz. A Lazarus Taxon is a collec-
tion of out of print, B sides, and compilation 
songs from the band. It spans three discs 
and one DVD, and it’s moderately priced, 
depending on where you get it, it’s not more 
than 20 dollars. Economical and genius. 
Tortoise were one of the fi rst band to mix 
John Fahey with break beat, successfully. 
Th ey are a rock/jazz/experimental/hip hop 
band, without compromising the integrity 
of any of the music. Th e thing about it is, if 
I didn’t tell you it was the same band, there’s 
a good chance you would think it was many 
diff erent bands of various genres. Th e other 
thing is the art of the remix, as many of 
these songs are remixes, it shows that the 
band never goes for a fi nished song as much 
as a fi nished version, and the many colors of 
a song can be represented various ways, ap-
proach is everything. I’m a fan, maybe I can 
convince you to be one too.

Advertise here.
Shows, benefi ts, parties & plans 

for world dommination

editors@freepresshouston
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Tech-knowledge Video game news bites for the hopelessly hip
By Tyler Barber

till da’ next episode...
Late next year Grand Th eft  Auto IV will 

arrive on both the PS3 and the Xbox 360, but 
the 360 has bragging rights to a promised 
two additional “episodes” available for pur-
chase online at the Xbox Live Marketplace. 
Rockstar boasts the episodes will provide 

“hours” of additional gameplay.

PS3 Pre-orders gone
By the time you read this, you’re out of luck. On Tuesday Oct. 10th 

EB-Games and Gamestop began pre-orders for the Playstation 3. All stores 
are sold out of their pre-orders now, with no store receiving more than 20 
PS3’s and with some as few as 8 units. Unfortunately, the systems that sell 
on day one will be the only systems we’ll see before Christmas. So if you 
didn’t get one, better luck next year. Ebay already has the pre-ordered PS3’s 

some starting at 
$2,500.00!

Holy Halo!
Peter Jackson will co-write, co-design and co-produce a real-time-strategy (RTS) game in 

the Halo universe called Halo Wars exclusively for the Xbox 360. In addition, Jackson will also 
create an entirely original game with Microsoft  and his special eff ects studio turned game de-
veloper Wingnut Interactive. In the past, RTS games have been shit-piles to control on consoles, 
but Halo Wars has been built from the ground-up, (by the guys who make the Age of Empire 
games) specifi cally for the 360 controller. 
Jackson made geeky fantasy fare work on 
the silver screen, and he hopes to do the 
same with geeky game fare by producing 
and co-writing the Halo movie. Seems 
this man likes to make square pegs fi t 
into circle holes, as he’s also determined 
to make a killer RTS for consoles.

Roaring Rockstar
Th e creator of the infamous-murder-simu-

lator Grand Th eft  Auto series, Rockstar, has 
released a trailer for their newest game L.A. Noir, 
a gritty-who done it-game staring a detective fol-
lowing leads of gruesome murders in Los Angeles 
circa 1940. 



Free Press Houston
Issue 71 | 10/06

www.FreePressHouston.com 19

—Content

—Editor
—Art

—Film
—Music

—Tech
19 —World

Why God? Why do you allow this?
Film director (for lack of a better word) 

Uwe Boll is making a sequel to the so-bad-
its-almost-terroism BloodRayne movie. 
Boll has turned several video games into 
crap-tacular movies, and despite the outcry 
of thousands, he continues. Frustrated over 
his critics, Boll’s new approach is to chal-
lenge nay sayers to boxing matches. Too bad 
Chuck Norris isn’t a movie critic. Turns out, 
Uwe Boll is actually a trained boxer, and 
so far, has only picked very out of shape 
gaming journalists to pummel. Well, he is 
German aft er all. If you had any doubt this 
guy is an idiot, here’s what Boll had to say 
aft er one of his fi ghts, “I keep doing video 
game based movies because look why not, 
all the comic-book get made into movies, 
even comics that sold 2000 copies there are 
movies out from it, why like big famous vid-
eos games shouldn’t turn into movies.”

Wii Pre-orders soon
EB-Games, and Gamestop have announced their pre-order plans. 

Beginning Friday the 13th you’ll be able to pre-order a Nintendo Wii for $50. 
Analysts expect Nintendo to have more than enough Wii units available for any-
one who wants one throughout the holiday season.

Dumb Dumb politicians
Legislation is in the works to require 

the ESRB (the video game rating system) to 
complete every video game before giving a 
rating. Last year Grand Th eft  Auto creator 
Rockstar felt serious repercussions aft er a sex 
mini-game was found hidden in the source 
code. Hence, the short-sighted politicians 

“easy” fi x. What about games that do not end 
like Warcraft  and Tetris? What about games 
that allow user created content? ::yawn::

64% of online 
gamers are women...

and they’re not play-
ing Halo 2. Th e Nielsen 
study included fl ash-based 
online games that feature 
more simplistic controls 
tailored for the smaller-
brained female species.

Europeans are so blase
Sony commented that 

the Playstation 3 delay doesn’t 
matter to the Euro-gamer. Th ey 
backed their claim up with 
sales fi gures that show Sony 
selling as well in Europe as they 
do in the US. Where’s your bed-
side manners Sony?

This is 
what 

parents 
ignore.
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Ask The Bankers Pen
The Bankers Pen holds 30 stodgy bankers who generally oppose the beliefs of Washington Mutual, especially WaMu Free Checking™.
Their advice column runs nationwide. Find out more about the pen at trappedbanker.com. 

Dear Bankers Pen:
   I’ve heard a lot of banks offering “free checking.” 
But then, they all have different ideas of what 
“free” means. For example, WaMu offers free checks 
for life, but other banks don’t. What do you think a 
bank really means when they say “free”?   

- Dumbfounded in Dallas

Dear Dumbfounded:
   It means they want to go out of business. 
Actually, I have no idea. Are you sure it was a 
bank? Maybe you only thought it was a bank, 

but it was really your next-door neighbor’s 
garage sale. I can’t imagine any God-fearing 
bank manager offering services for no cost 
and actually meaning it. Hogwash!

Dear Bankers Pen:
   I’m in a real pickle here! I’m a bona fide cat lover, 
but my husband has severe cat allergies. He starts 
to sneeze and his throat closes up if he’s within 200 
yards of a cat, bless his heart, so I’ve learned to live 
without felines in the house. But my sister, who 
lives across town, just adopted the most adorable 

pair of kittens ever. After antiquing on weekends, 
I’ll follow her to her house and play with her 
kitties. Then, as soon as I walk through the 
door at home, my husband goes into a sneezing 
fit and accuses me of bringing cat hair into 
the house. I don’t want to hurt him, but I can’t 
help my love for these adorable little creatures. 
Is there any help for me?

- Hopeless in Houston

Dear Hopeless:
   Shut up. Just shut up.
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While Israel may call the Wall a security 

fence, the ICJ calls it a Wall, and the 

Palestinians call it il-jidar el-ansaria, the 

Racist or Apartheid Wall.

“
”����������������

DECONSTRUCTING THE WALL

Whenever we feel like it.
editors@freepresshouston.com
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