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The Free Press is an open forum. Public submissions 
are encouraged. The Free Press will never refer to 
itself in third person. We do not endorse any of the 
ideas, products, or candidates included in this 
publication. The Free Press does not knowingly 
accept false advertising or editorial nor does the 
publisher assume responsibility should such 
advertising or editorial appear. The Free Press is not 
liable for anything, anywhere, ever.
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L i f e  i s  l i ke  a  m e t a p h o r.Wow. I think this may be one of the most 
goodest issues of the Free Press ever. � is is-
sue features such articles as M. Martin’s look 
at the metro on Richmond debacle, rumors of nuke detonation in Houston, a pret-
ty little massacre last week that your tax dollars funded, another look at the sad de-
mise of Cactus Records, and even a poignant look at the Satanic powers lurking in 
Lakewood Church courtesy of Alex “Asshole” Wukman. Alex, Houston’s premier 
scumfuck, makes his majestic return on the wings of Ramen Noodles and beers he 
stole by jumping the bar at Helios. When I go places with him, I ask that he please 
not speak or look at me lest the authorities assume I am involved with one of his 
many scandals. See photo. Also, this issue is the � rst issue that I has been printed 

with 100 percent soy inks on free-trade, 
organic, recycled paper by union workers 
paid in tofu. To top it all off, we printed all 

of the reds in the blood of Halliburton employees that we are keeping hostage 
in our dark dungeon in the Montrose. That’s right. Don’t say we never did any-
thing conscientious. 

P.S.—I just spell checked this letter and oddly enough Microso�  word caught the 
word ‘Halliburton’ misspelled. It just about never catches misspelled corporate 
names. For example, watch this: Clear Channel. See! � e Freemasons have teamed 
up with the neo-cons to make sure we NEVER fuck up their namesakes. 
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DEBRIS: Lit-
tle Fluffy 
Clouds

Buffalo Sean

G  Gallery, on 11th Street next to Redbud, 
opened well with a texified group show, 
Al Souza’s band (Souza on banjo), and a 

kick-ass party. The Texas eccentrics are a group 
unto themselves. Generally liberitarian, wheth-
er Democrat or Republican, and with a clear 
sense of the imagery and demeanor Texas has 
historially echoed; the western, cowboy, ren-
egade, straight-talker and his equally rough and 
tough alter-ego gal; the Texas eccentrics gather 
at some art shows to remenisce and do business, 
Wayne Gilbert’s debut in the Heights was a fine 
example of their talent balancing art apprecia-
tion and having a damn good time.

Two senior undergrad shows open this 
April, Rice and Houston field their candidates 
for “more school or teaching” consideration. On 
the 15th the Blaffer Gallery plays host to those 
toiling away on the fourth floor all year in their 
Masters Thesis exhibit. I hope it’s better than last 
year. Through April 29th. Rice goes in-house by 
selecting Christian Eckart to curate their un-
dergrad exhibit opening Thursday April 27th. At 
least he’s got a great gallery to work with.

Check out Dan Steinhilber at the Contem-
porary Arts Museum, it’s pretty good. Painfully 
lo-fi and deadpan funny, Dan uses modern de-
tritus (starbucks cups, take-out containers, plas-
tic hangers) to explore formal ideas most often 
explored in Minimalist work. They’re great for a 
laugh, and the concerns Steinhilber tackles are 
art historically interesting, but there is a dis-
connect in their presentation, a lack of wonder. 
Through June 4th. 

Houston artist Jim Love, who recently 
passed away, will bring out the old Texas art 
crowd to the CAM April 22nd, From Now On 
is a retrospective focusing on early, smaller 
scuptures from the 60s that laid the ground-
work for AbEx’s death with pre-Pop Art work 
by Jasper Johns and Robert Rauchenberg. From 
the press release: “Love created his early “put-
together” sculptures out of objects he found in 
junkyards… He elevated ordinary things to in-
ventive and often amusing works of art through 
his use of the Surrealist and Dada-influenced 
practice of assemblage, creating a body of work 
that includes oversized birds, jacks, and flowers 
as well as functional sculptures such as a chess 
set, coat racks, and chairs.” There’ll probably be 
a big book.

Yay! Otabenga Jones got on the cover of 
artshouston! At least they’re not totally stuffy 
over there, you just have to be in the Whitney, 
have a New York gallery, and sell $3,000 shoes 
(they’re full of marbles) first. Check out Michael 
Woodson and Robert Pruitt’s show Living Art 
on KPFT 90.1 Fridays at 11am. 

If you’re in Austin check out Hana Hillero-
va’s new exhibit Super Space at Women an Their 
Work (1710 Lavaca, Austin) . Giant, scary, and 
crappily made, Hana’s installations are steadily 
ascending into space station/ space monster 
territory without losing her mainstay material, 
cardboard. 

As part of Westheimer Street Festival, the 
American Wandering Club is attempting to turn 
the inside of Numbers (300 Westheimer) into a 
swap meet of installation art, or something like 
that. Echoing the freeform Happenings of Old-
enburg and Kesey in the 60s, SOLID: the state of 
things will hopefully be as sloppy and danger-
ous as it’s forbearers. From the press release: “the 
virus can now replicate without disturbing the 
metabolism and without being recognized as a 
virus.A symbiotic relationship has now been es-
tablished. –w.s. burroughs”. Saturday April 29th, 
2-9pm.

Daniel-Kayne: Shame  
M2 Gallery (325 West 19th St)     
Through April 15. (713) 861-6070

Ken Little: Bits and Pieces 
Redbud Gallery 303 E 11th Street 
 Through April 30. (713) 862-2532

Artist Responding to Violence  
Fotofest  www.fotofest.org 
Through April 23. (713) 223-5522

Vicki Fowler & Aimee Jones: What’s Up Girl? 
Café Brasil  2604 Dunlavy 
Through May 15. (713) 382-8294
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C ruising into Austin I knew there was no way I could 
see more than a dozen films and assorted shorts before 
notching another South By Southwest Film Festival on 

my celluloid belt. Thirteen features and five short subjects 
later my eyes are blurry but I’m well hydrated as one spon-
sor, Aqufina, offered free bottled water inside and out. (Lose 
the artificially fruit-flavored swill, it tastes like cough medi-
cine.)

 To put the amount of films I saw in perspective consider 
that SXSW 2006 programmed 118 feature films in catego-
ries including retrospectives, special events, premieres, nar-
rative and documentary competition, midnight screenings, 
and emerging visions. Everywhere I walk, since most of the 
events are all within shouting distance of one another, I meet 
filmmakers most of whom are Austin residents, the rest at-
tendees. The filmmakers literally outnumber regular audi-
ence members at some events. While publicists from Go-
tham might generalize Austin as a music festival town, the 
locals know that Austin has the biggest filmmaking scene of 
any Texas town, and in fact that week’s cover of the Austin 
Chronicle celebrates a total of five films that were locally pro-
duced and playing in the festival.

 SXSW always plays great documentaries and the mu-
sic themed documentaries in particular benefit from the 
Capital City’s special relation with sound. The BBC docu 
The Passing Show – The Life and Times of Ronnie Lane 
encapsulated his entire career from the Small Faces, The 
Faces, solo and otherwise. Fans of Lane know he spent time 
in Houston and Austin before his death in 1997. Funny how 
Rod Stewart, original lead singer for The Faces, is absent but 
rock legends Pete Townsend and Eric Clapton can’t praise 
Lane’s influence on rock enough. 

 Quite another story with loudQUIETloud: A Film 
About the Pixies. Sometimes you don’t want to know too 
much about rockers you adore because loudQUIETloud was 
somnolent. This is not a concert film but rather a behind 
the scenes look at the Pixies on a reunion tour. Imagine a 
reality show about people who don’t do drugs anymore. The 
filmmakers show us Frank Black a.k.a. Black Francis in three 
different scenes chest naked. But Kim Deal - clothes on in 
every scene. I feel ripped.

 My personal favorite film was the music docu Metal: A 
Headbanger’s Journey. This film may not see theatrical but 
you can get it on DVD in late May. Not personally being a fan 
of metal other than a song here or there I was fascinated by 
how director/producer Sam Dunn approached the subject 
in an anthropological manner befitting his own training in 
behavioral science and his love for heavy metal.

 The film covers Richard Wagner, Metallica, Black Sab-
bath, worldwide banned LP covers, Dee Snyder testifying be-
fore Congress and Tipper Gore in the mid-80s, who was the 
first to use the fore-finger and little-finger devil-horn sign 
(other than UT alumni), and Norwegian Death Metal just 
for starters. Dunn never stays too long on one subject and 
the result provides a rocking ride through two generations 
of rock culture. Plus Dunn makes for a gracious host; his 
asides are illuminating, he talks to all the right people and 
he never deigns to his audience. A pedigree of heavy metal 
graphic chart comprehensively allows us to follow what for 
many will be an unknown road.

 Also look for these above average documentaries to ap-
pear somewhere before the end of the year: This Film Is Not 
Yet Rated takes on the ratings board for motion pictures, go-
ing so far as to hire private detectives to identify who the 
actual members are; Maxed Out!, an eye-opening report on 
many misunderstood facets of credit card debt; and Shadow 
Company takes viewers into the outsourced military indus-
try. Mercenaries are people too this film says. 

 Less interesting was Fired! (the title says it all), al-
though the shock of recognition factor is high on this one. 
And Nobelity, where the filmmaker interviews Nobel Prize 
winners, is well meaning but meandering. The docu The 
Last Western, about a town time has forgotten on the edge 
of the desert, will itself be forgotten very soon.

 Don’t fret, your humble scribe merely uses the docus as 
a diving board for the more cerebral fictional features. Oddly 
the one that stuck when the others had faded was Behind 
the Mask: The Rise of Leslie Vernon. Behind the Mask is a 
horror spoof that’s smart enough to cast Robert Englund in 
the kind of role that would be played by Donald Pleasence 
twenty years ago. But Englund’s just a guest star. Leslie Ver-
non (Invasion’s Nathan Baesel) wants to be the next famous 
mass murderer and a television reality crew films him stalk-
ing potential victims. Everyone thinks it’s a big joke, natch, 
until Leslie turns the tables on everyone.

 Other highlights included The Cassidy Kids, a mobius 
strip of a plot that involves the cast of a hit 80s TV Saturday 
morning show who reveal grim secrets when they meet in 
the present day to record the show’s DVD commentary. Not 
to be outdone in the next voice you hear department, For-
giving the Franklins shows what happens when a family 
loses its guilt and religious inhibitions after they meet the 
real Jesus while in a group coma following a car accident. 
Watching this film it seems logical that the phrase “What the 
fuck,” is the perfect way to start a prayer.

SXSW wrappage
 by Michael Bergeron

Tsotsi director Gavin Hood spoke to the 
audience at the Angelika Film Center in down-
town Houston the Monday preceding the Acad-
emy Awards. His Q&A was filled with both tech-
nical details and the more human story behind 
the making of the movie. When Tsotsi won the 
AA for Best Foreign Film the following weekend 
viewers saw Hood’s charismatic speaking style 
give grace and humor to his speech.

 As Hood ordered the ceremony cameras to 
switch from him to the row with the actors from 
Tsotsi, he interspersed his acknowledgements 
with the cues from the teleprompter indicated 
the ticking clock. His commanding oratory skills 
aside it’s no surprise to learn that Hood has a law 
degree from his native country of South Africa 
and subsequently came to UCLA to study film. 
A producer approached Hood to helm Tsotsi 
based on Athol Fugard’s novel. Moving the story 
from the 50s to post-apartheid South Africa was 
one of Hood’s concerns.

 Tsotsi, the title character, brutally shots a 
woman as he carjacks her luxury car. In the back 
seat is an infant. Discovering the baby in the car 
that he has since wrecked, Tsotsi decides to care 
for the child. A wide range of characters reflect-
ing many of South Africa’s 11 official languages 
balances the film’s gritty realism as seen through 
street gangs and poverty.

 “At the crucial point of the movie, the man 
who has been speaking high-Tswana starts talk-
ing to Tsotsi in street-Tswana,” Hood noted to 
the audience. Some of the other languages 
heard in Tsotsi include Afrikaans, English, Zulu 
and Dutch

 Hood then demonstrated, walking back 
and forth in front of the screen, how he used 
stationary set-ups that kept “the eyeline tight 
to the lens.” Using his hands to draw imaginary 
borders on the screen Hood demonstrated how 
he cropped the image for any subsequent tele-
vision projection while in the digital intermedi-
ate stage of post-production.

 Admittedly the best way to see a film is with 
the director explaining his movie commentary-
style. A film like Tsotsi is loaded with so many 
fascinating peripheral aspects and they only 
become apparent when you’re familiar with the 
culture in which it takes place.

|  Forgiving the Franklins  |
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for info on venues, visit freepresshouston.com

L ast night, I was one of the many sordid 
individuals who made it to Cactus Re-
cords goodbye hurrah. As with many 

cities around the country, Houston is saying 
goodbye to it’s icon of independent music 
stores. The party was attended by many a re-
cord clerk, band members, customers who 
never bought shit there in the 1st place and 
other low income people who were drunk 
of the free booze. Cactus will be missed for 
much more than it’s reasonably priced CD’s 
or knowledgeable staff. The shop employed 
throngs of local musicians and artists who 
used the low but stable income as the life-
blood as they pursued their various art 
forms; be it music, film-making, art, or just 
street corner philosophizing. What tangible 
affects this will have on local arts is arguable. 
Will they get jobs at PetsMart next door? 
Will the Texas Employment Commission 
office soon be filled with the banter of re-
cord clerks discussing Hawkwind albums? 
Who knows? What we do know is that there 
is one less place to for a young musician to 
get a fun clock-jockey job. One less place 
to get a credible opinion on a new release. 

One less place to pick up a gram of ganja 
after a long days work.  One less place to get 
George St. Clair’s authoritative synopsis of 
any movie ever released. Most importantly, 
there is one less place for bands and artists to 
leave flyers and posters for their upcoming 
events. This is critical as such available spots 
are either dwindling or being flooded with 
one of the various new ‘vapid-fashionista-
fake-tan-boobie’ magazines. Soundwaves, 
once a Grand Central Station of local flyers 
and posters, has opted for a more antiseptic 
feel and forbade any such materials. This is 
not only hurts the critical spread of info, but 
also is a stab in the heart of those who so 
artfully produce these materials. Flyers and 
posters have evolved into one of the premier 
vessels for underground art and Houston 
has actually been at the forefront of this 
craft. It is a shame and something worth 
bitching about. Hence, next time you step 
into Soundwaves make sure to nag a little 
bit. Or how about a lot.  So, as one of the last 
local, independent sources of underground 
music info, here is a short list of some shows 
to peep in the near future.

The Irony Is …
What the loss of Catus Records really means.

The Dimes
4/2 Super Happy Fun Land
2610 Ashland 713 880 2100

Mad Happy
4/2 Proletariat
903 Richmond 713 523 1199

Sitka sound
4/3  Rudyard’s 
2010 Waugh Dr. 713 521 0521

Asleep at the Wheel
4/3 Meridian
1503 Chartes 713 225 1717

Drop Trio
4/7  Helios 
411 Westheimer 713 526 2628

Rebirth Brass Band
4/7 Warehouse Live
813 St. Emmanuel  713 225 5483

Heist at Hand
4/8 Walter’s on Washington 
4215 Washington 713 862 2513

Penny Royal
4/9 Engine Room
1515 Pease 713 654 7846

Elvis Costello
4/13 Jones Hall
615 Louisiana 713 227 3974
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G ood news from the city of angels, this 
journalist has been approved for a press 
pass to attend this year’s E3. What’s E3 

you ask? The Electronics Entertainment Expo 
is the world’s largest annual trade show that 
showcases all things up incoming in gaming. 
Basically, E3 is the Super-Bowel of gaming. The 
only difference, no matter how hard you try, 
you wont find any ridiculously priced tickets for 
the events on Ebay, as it is closed to the public. 
Only those in the gaming industry are allowed. 
So, this reporter is gearing up to give you the 
full scoop on what could be one of the biggest 
E3’s in history.

	 Beginning May 8th, Nintendo, Sony, 
and Microsoft will give attendees the chance 
to play games that have been under develop-
ment for the current, and next gen systems. This 

will be the first time any outsider has ever laid 
their hands on the new Nintendo Revolution 
controller (and possibly the unveiling of the 
final name for Nintendo’s new console). The 
Xbox 360 will bring out its heavy-hitters with 
playable demos of Gears of War, 99 Nights, and 
Mass Effect. Sony will also a hands on with titles 
for its PS3, including the introduction of the 
new controller design. And, lets hope for the 
love of God herself that Kojima lets us get our 
hands on the fourth and “final” chapter in the 
Metal Gear Solid Saga.

	 Since I began my subscription to video 
game magazine Electronic Gaming Monthly in 
Middle School, I’ve dreamed of attending E3. 
Even the lack of booth babes this year won’t 
suppress my hype. Expect a full report in the 
second May issue of the Free Press Houston.

Head over to joystiq.com to learn how to 
mod your own NES game cartridge into a USB 
connected, external hard-drive. But, only use a 
Zelda cartridge if you have more than one copy.

Feeling Crafty?

� |  The Legend of Zelda: Twilight Princess  | � |  Mass Effect  | � |  Gears of War  | � |  Metal Gear Solid 4  |

Free Press to cover this year’s E3
by Tyler Barber
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by Kwame M. Anderson
Band Profi le
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Submission is good...
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Free Press Houston

editors@freepresshouston.com
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A

Special Report



Tyler Barber
Graphic Design, Video & Audio Solutions

tylertron@gmail.com
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“The Surfer’s Guide 
to Stock Investing”

The ultimate momentum trading course
surf the waves of the stock market’s 

biggest winners.

Can your stock trading system do this?

IIIN  +96% 30 days
NVAX +253% 18 days
ENY  +171%  5 days

HOM  +144%  31 days
 BCON  +269% 18 days

And many, many more….

For more info and free report, log on to:

Bottomspringers.com
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“Are you crazy? How can you
  possibly afford a home in
  Monaco if you offer such things?”

NEW WaMu Free CheckingTM

One
overdraft or 
bounced
check
fee waiver

Not available with Free Checking accounts opened prior to 3/11/06. FDIC Insured

The WaMu WayTM

One overdraft or non-sufficient funds fee refund each anniversary year.

WaMu gives you more than traditional banks. 

To open an account call 1-800-685-1644, stop by

a Financial Center near you, or visit wamu.com.

WM238_right Page 1 3/29/06 3:15 PM

R ecently, the debate about Israel and Palestine has taken 
an odd turn. The idea of a single democratic state in 
historic Palestine, once thought dead, has re- emerged 

as an option worthy of consideration. For some, the idea of 
a single state is a matter of realism. Tony Judt, for example, 
argues in The New York Review of Books that the integra-
tion of the West Bank may already be irreversible, and 
suggests that a single binational state may be the only 
alternative to ethnic cleansing. More recently, Noah Cohen 
has criticized Noam Chomsky’s endorsement of a two-state 
solution. In Cohen’s view, we ought to think of Palestine on 
the model of South Africa, and follow its solution of 
endorsing a democratic state for all who live in it.  
	 Like many, I long favored a two-state solution. It 
seemed to me the best of a set of bad solutions to the 
problem of two peoples living side by side on a small parcel 
of land. I believe now that I was wrong. The two-state 
solution is neither moral nor realistic. The only politically 
and ethically viable approach to the problem of Israel and 
Palestine is to support a single democratic secular state that 
provides equal rights for all of its citizens. Furthermore, the 

failure to recognize this has, I believe, helped underwrite 
some of the most egregious of Israel’s policies. The most 
important reason for this has not, to my knowledge, yet 
been sufficiently addressed. I would like to do so here.  
	 Many Palestinians have argued that the formation of 
Israel was a case of solving European problems on Arab 
land. Let us look a little more closely at what that solution 
has consisted in. A single people is thought, in the name of 
its religion, to have primary dominion over that land. There 
are others living on the land; they are to be accorded 
secondary rights. (Although Israel claims its Palestinian 
citizens possess equal rights, such a claim is ludicrous. It is 
well known that the Palestinians are unable to form 
parliamentary coalitions with the Jewish parties that 
universally reject them, they do not enjoy equal municipal 
funding in their towns, they are dispossessed of their land, 
they are denied equal access to education, and so on.)  
	 This is not simply a moral matter. Nor is it simply a 
historical one. It is both. And that is the problem that we 
who have endorsed a two-state solution have neglected.  
	 To privilege a single people on a land that supports 

others as well is to create two intertwined problems. First, it 
implicitly accords a greater moral worth to that people. We 
who live in the United States should be viscerally aware this, 
given our history with native Americans and people of 
African descent. Second, according this greater moral worth 
erases the moral limits that any person or people should 
enjoy relative to others. Once those moral limits are erased, 
the door is open to abuses of the kind that are rife in Israel’s 
history. 
	 Think, for example, of the recent issue of terrorism. 
How many of us are ready to ascribe terrorism to suicide 
bombings but not to the destruction of homes with people 
still in them or the enforced starvation of towns and villages 
or the indiscriminate firing on nonviolent protestors? This 
imbalance is never far to seek, and even those of us who 
support the Palestinians find ourselves on the defensive. 
However, we who have supported a two-state solution have 
negligently endorsed the framing of the issue that allows 
this to happen. We endorse a “right to exist” that seems to 
apply to a particular nation but in fact applies only to a 
particular people within that nation: Jewish people. Further-

Israel - Palestine: The Emerging Case for a Single-State Solution 
 By Todd May 
 



Free Press HoustonIssue 62 | 04/06 World View 31

www.FreePressHouston.com 31

NEW WaMu Free CheckingTM

Free
checks
for life

NEW WaMu Free CheckingTM

Free
ATM cash
withdrawals

The WaMu WayTM The WaMu WayTM

Free checks when ordered through us; select styles available. ATM operator may charge non-refundable fee.
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more, that right is exercised at the expense of others whose 
rights, as the Bush administration does not cease to remind 
us, must be earned by renouncing their struggle against 
occupation.  
	 The core of the problem lies here. To privilege politi-
cally a single people is to lay the foundation for all subse-
quent abuses. This is not to say that those abuses follow 
logically from this privileging. Nor is it to say that they were 
historically inevitable. Rather, it is that the struggle against 
such abuses concedes at the outset what it should not: that 
there is a certain privilege legitimately accorded to Israeli 
Jews.  
	 We should deny this privilege, and anything that 
follows from it. One of the things that follow from it is a two-
state solution in which Jews enjoy privilege in one of those 
states (and, presumably, non-Jews in the other one). We 
should endorse what we should always have endorsed: a 
single state that privileges nobody, a state where the primary 
address from one of its members to another is that of 

“citizen.”  
	 I am sure that this approach must ring false to the ears 
of many. There are a number of objections that one might 
raise to it. Let me put a few forward, and then answer them 
in the hope of giving some plausibility to an idea that cuts 
against the grain of much of received wisdom.  
	 A first objection might appeal to the motivation for 
recognizing (although, historically, not for forming) a 
Jewish state in the first place. The Holocaust seemed to 
many to prove that Jews were unsafe anywhere, and that 
they needed a place where they could erect a barricade 
against the history of genocide they faced. A Jewish state 
would be a natural way to do so.  
	 This objection is misplaced. Jews were indeed often 
unsafe in Europe. They were not nearly as unsafe in the 
United States, nor were they in Palestine before the advent 
of Zionism. That the Holocaust proves that European Jews 
deserve protection against the history of hatred against 
them is undeniable. It does not follow from this that they 
deserved a state where they would be privileged vis-à- vis 
another people. That idea has more to do with nineteenth-

century nationalism than with the internationalism more 
characteristic of the contemporary world. Moreover, history 
has shown the effects of this privileging.  
	 I should note in passing that in replying to this 
objection I do not mean to rule out the possibility of a single 
binational state, one that, like South Africa or Canada, 
recognizes the collective rights of all of its groups and seeks 
to protect them. However, I do not, with Professor Chomsky, 
see a two-state solution as a potential path toward bination-
alism. For the reasons I have given, I have come to see the 
former as resting on assumptions that undermine the 
possibility both of binationalism and even of the two-state 
solution itself.  
	 The second objection is that it is unrealistic to expect 
Palestinians and Jews to live side by side without acrimony. 
Things have gone too far; hatred has become too deep to 
expect anything but a cycle of violence and counterviolence. 
While hatred is certainly palpable between Israeli Jews and 
Palestinians, its inevitable longevity can be reasonably 
doubted. During the Oslo period, although Israel continued 
systematically to dispossess Palestinians of their land and 
settle Jews on it, there were numerous acts particularly of 
economic cooperation between Palestinians and Israeli Jews. 
Much of this cooperation occurred out of the glare of the 
media, so it was not noticed. But occur it did. Indeed, one 
should not be surprised. The opportunity for enhancing 
one’s livelihood has proven a powerful motivator over the 
course of human history. There is no reason to expect 
economic cooperation, particularly if it is fostered, to drown 
in a sea of hatred. In fact, there is reason to expect the 
opposite.  
	 The final objection is perhaps the most powerful one, 
because it is the most entrenched. All of this talk of a single 
state, one might say, is idle dreaming. Israel will not allow it 
to happen, because it will mean the end of Israel as a state 
and Zionism as an idea. In short, the proposal is a non-
starter.  
	 In addressing this objection, we should first recognize 
that what is and is not realistic to endorse depends on what 
the options are. Presumably, the more realistic alternative is 

a two-state solution. But is this really more realistic? The 
entire sweep of Israeli history argues against it. There is not 
a single moment in the history of Israel, and in particular of 
the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
and East Jerusalem, in which Israel was prepared to 
recognize a viable, independent Palestinian state existing 
along its borders. (The Barak proposal at Camp David is 
often offered as a counterexample. However, I fail to see how 
a demilitarized state that does not have control of its borders, 
its airspace, its aquifers, or many of its central roads is 
considered a viable state. If there is a non-starter, that was 
certainly it.) There is no reason to believe that Israel is to be 
enticed into a two-state solution, so the question then 
becomes one of the terms in which it is to be confronted.  
	 Some might say, however, that Israel will more easily 
succumb to confrontation if it involves something less than 
the end of Zionism. I used to believe this. I no longer do. It 
is precisely the privileging of Jews to which Zionism is 
committed that fosters the idea that Israelis are justified in 
their horrific treatment of Palestinians. That is the tenet that 
needs to be attacked. We should not seek to welcome Israel 
into the community of nations, but rather seek to welcome 
Jews into the community of people. The first endorses a 
sense of Jewish exceptionalism, the second an integration 
that is all anyone is entitled to and something everyone 
(including Palestinians) should be protected in.  
 
The struggle for a single state will certainly be a long one. 
But the struggle for two states has been a long one as well, 
and its results so far have not been promising. My sugges-
tion here is that the reason for such meager results has more 
than a little to do with the framework within which many of 
us have thought about the issue. I do not want to deny that 
there are, in politics, times in which moral compromise is 
necessary for the sake of preventing a far worse fate. It has 
become increasingly evident that this is not one of those 
times. The politics of Palestine require that we remove our 
moral blinders, not in order to attain a greater moral purity 
in approaching a just solution to the “problem of Palestine,” 
but in order to see our way to a solution at all.




